Presidents Report 2010

Season 2010 January Baderloo started with 9 riders at Baderloo Spalding and was a very nice beginning to the Season nil incidents just one horse becoming impatient and kicking the back out of the float on the way to the ride

The usual gourmet BBQ and overnight stay

The Gap at Moonta beach saw 6 riders attend enjoying the mild weather and beautiful beachfront. While 80 motorbike riders also enjoyed the beach much to the amusement of all. An emergency veterinary lesson late in the evening provided entertainment and left one rider with a very sleepless night. Horse and owner now fine

March 6-7-8 SA AGM Tooralie Sylvia and Brian P All clubs represented Glencoe Phil and Jo, Adelaide hills Lyn and Kay, Gawler Kathy Hubby and Tamara and Hubby, Northern Tracey Margot Jenny and John, Mallee John and Shan. Joan and Liz Adelaide hills Arrived Sat Sunny initially then windy and blustery “Tom Jones” in Watervale, nice 2 hour rides through hills at Hallett in the blue gate “wrong” Shan and John arriving late meeting. Bryan and Barry on Motorbikes.

Sun Liz left for home Freckle sore eye early start to ride left @ 0900 cloudy threatening showers, lunch @ ruins. Home via cavalcade of Ute with savage noisy dogs. Left overs for tea i.e. cold chicken and salad, except for Gawler’s gourmet dinner. 

Rams loose Brian not happy. Sunday abandoned threatening showers at 0900 rain @ 0930.Vines left @ 1000 rain battering packing. Ozzie not loading Gawler dealing for Quad bike with Brian Joan and I got wet! John jack knifed Brian towed out eventually home rained all afternoon “showers” washing unpacking. Vines home 1700.

Burra – P/C grounds camping shooters transporting deer and roo’s. Rain overnight.

Town ride beautiful. Sunday ride challenging 7 hrs joined by Burra P/C late departure due to loading issues

Melrose – This ride in my opinion was one of the real gems of the year, it was realistically Boyce Casey’s last ride with the club due to his declining health, old mates Sunny Brooker, Peter Hatch, Con Tielen were there and the other usual villains.

We rode out Sat for a few hours then settled by the fire for tales from the past, Boyce was thrilled to see old familiar friends. A cold start in the morning saw Sunday’s ride out at 0900 through hills and dales, it was a warm weekend but a very pleasant one, also a new rider Shelly Peart on Fluffy
The Hummocks - The Northern Trail Horse Riders were given the privilege of a guided tour of the Hummock Ranges, their hosts for the weekend of the June 5th and 6th were the Bute Pony club and tour guide Jeff Crosby and his family.

Riders rallied at the Bute P/C grounds on Saturday for a leisurely lunch then headed out for a 2 hour ride along the old Hunt course, six riders in all enjoyed the Winter sun and pleasant conditions for the treck.

After all the 4-legged friends were yarded fed and watered riders departed the P/C grounds via cars and headed out to the Crosby property for the evenings festivities. There was an amazing display of Liberty jumping by Jeff’s beautiful Clydesdale X Stallion and a tour of the many other spectacular horses on the property.

With a warm welcome into their home Jeff and Margaret served pre dinner drinks and we were treated to scrumptious home cooked 3-course meal with all the trimmings. An evening of many shared horse stories and photos and a few nightcaps was a special way to end a great day.

Sunday was a cold start with the earth moving at 7 am from the Cleve earthquake and after shocks much to the amusement of all. Horses were floated out to a neighbouring property to access the back roads to the Hummock Ranges around 10 am. A gradual climb on horseback providing wonderful views of the Gulf, Pt Wakefield, Wallaroo and beyond.

Lunch was enjoyed on the top of the Hummock’s with a bush BBQ taking the chill of a slight breeze but sun still shining. 

Horses resting in the mallee scrub while the riders took on a little bush walk, the steep decent provided a quicker pace and another amazing outlook. Riders were escorted through all gates thanks to our courteous host.

This was a truly spectacular ride and the club would like to thank the Bute P/C for the use of their facilities and the Crosby family for their warmth and hospitality for the weekend, it will be a much talked about weekend for months to come.

The Gums – Liz Berryman lead the ride 6 riders in all over 2 days enjoyable evening by camp fire, wombat holes but all up a pleasant ride

Collinsville – Pauline “Cancelled” poor weather

Willow Springs – Invitation only “limited numbers”

Broughton River – Cancelled due to lack of interest 3 riders prepared to attend but after consideration was better to have a quite weekend get together with family

Warrens Gorge – Six riders attended this ride Joan also attending from Kersbrook and Liz from Gawler. A beautiful sunny weekend at Quorn, a new member joined us from Pt Augusta Cora lie Sutton, Day 1 was a 3 hour ride around the North of the gorge with a shared tea enjoyed by all around the campfire, Peter and Sue Hatch visited later that evening and a pleasant evening was wrapped up around 11.30

Sunday morning saw a 10 am ride out with a few water crossings and large amount of long grass and salvation Jane, stopping to open gates and chat to lazy morning campers from all over. An undulating ride with breathtaking views, lunch by a river bed “dry” weaving our way in and out of flinders pines, creek crossings causing a few headaches and wet bums for some while persistent tailgating resulted in one sore ankle. Home by 1540. Packed and ready to go until a rock under an exhaust/axel delayed departure, all in all a long but enjoyable weekend 

Wirrabara Forest & AGM – The season came to an end with 21 registered riders for 2010, some of these were picked up from the Champagne ride necessity for insurance joining the NTHRA for insurance to cover them for this event, we have had a brilliant year with a few new riders to the club bringing along their own challenges and experience. 

Joan Playford from Kersbrook has attended nearly all the years’ rides and we appreciate her continued support of the club and her efforts in keeping numbers strong. We were unfortunate not to be successful in obtaining an Active Club Grant as we thought we had put in an excellent application with lots of effort by Margot Peart club Secretary.

We are a small club in the big scheme of things and usually only have 4-6 riders on a weekend ride however we always seem to seek out some amazing places to ride around and over, with only a few minor incidents this year, we have had no special events but still have a reasonable B/A due to the foresight of our predecessors

I would like to thank Joan Playford, Margot Peart and Bryan Wostikow for their support over the 2010 season and look forward to an exciting 2011 riding programme, as we are aware there will be some changes to ATHRA National and we hope we can work through these for the good of what we all set out to do “RIDE”

Tracey Wostikow

NTHRA Club President 2010

