CENTRAL COAST TRAIL HORSE RIDING CLUB INC.

RULES and REGULATIONS GUIDELINES
(Structured from the ATHRA Code of Conduct)

1.  Members, Ride Coordinator and Trail Boss are to have a thorough knowledge of the ATHRA Code of Conduct and follow the guidelines as set out.  Please familiarise yourself with the Code of Conduct and the following Rules, as enforcement of certain rulings often offends.

The Code of Conduct can be found on the ATHRA website and this Rule notice can be found on our website under Documents.  
2. Ride Attendance Sheet and Ride Fee are to be signed and paid for at 9.00am, to be ready to ride out at 9.30am.  A Pre-Ride talk will commence approx 9.25am, horses are to be saddled and ready.
3. If you have not signed the Ride Attendance and paid the Ride Fee before riding out, due to lateness, you are NOT permitted to join the ride, as you are NOT covered by Insurance.

4. Due to a number of incidents, we are forced to make it clear as follows:

a. Horses are NOT to be lent to Visitors for a day ride, Visitors are to have their own horses OR  demonstrate that they are familiar with and can ride a horse which belongs to someone else and are going to keep attending on the said horse.
b. Visitors are YOUR responsibility, you are to remain with them throughout the ride.
c. Junior riders are to wear an approved Safety Helmet AND have adult supervision.

d. Visitors are allowed 2 Club Rides without having to become a full member, after this they are to be assessed by the Committee to be a suitable horse and rider combination for Trail Riding.

e. Changes to any riding conditions eg swapping of riders, horses, or tack, are not permitted during the ride unless deemed appropriate by the Trail Boss/Ride Coordinator.
5. At all times horses are the responsibility of their riders.  Horses are to be adequately conditioned,  together with up to date hoof care, either shod or barefoot/boots, to ensure the soundness and safety of the horse. 

6. The health and welfare of the horse will be considered paramount on Club rides. 
If deemed unsound or unfit the horse will not be permitted to continue on the ride.

7. All horse riding equipment should be regularly checked, well maintained and correctly fitted. This is the responsibility of the owner.
8. Visitors are not permitted to ride using a halter. Members are only permitted to use a halter where horse and rider have demonstrated effective control.
9.  It is a requirement that riders wear full length trousers.  Short or long sleeved shirt, No singlets.
10.  Correct and approved riding Boots.  (Healed and smoothed soled which prevents the foot sliding forward through the stirrup iron).
11. All riders must obey reasonable instruction from the Trail Boss and designated Ride Stewards at all times.
Riders are not to go ahead of the lead rider.  Permission must be obtained to ride in front of the Lead Rider or behind the Drag Rider. Lead and Drag Riders are identified by glow vests.
12. Riders must be considerate of others on the trail and pass fellow riders at a slow and safe pace, communicating with the riders prior to passing, giving them notice of your intention to pass.
This does not include holding your horse back and then making your way through the pack to just ‘go for a trot or canter’.  This has also caused problems amongst the ride.
13. Riders must not leave the ride without the knowledge and permission of the Trail Boss.
14. Horses which are known kickers must have a red ribbon prominently displayed in the tail. Riders must also move to the side of the trail to ensure others may pass safely.
15. No Smoking whilst mounted.
Thank you Members and Visitors, we hope our Rides remain incident free and everyone has a great day.

Regards, Jodie Nicholls, Secretary.                                           (Revised version approved at AGM  18th Jan 2012 )

